
TKOSROD1293K 5th GEN VIPER RACING HIDDEN REAR TOW HOOK 

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS  

TKOMOTORSPORTS.COM 

                                                 DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

Due to the intended use of high-performance products, TKO Motorsports LLC. products and each part thereof, are sold "AS IS” and with all faults. To the fullest extent 

allowed by law, TKO Motorsports LLC. makes NO written, oral, expressed, or implied statement of warranty or guarantee on any product or part sold. TKO 

Motorsports LLC. will not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, or special damages, including but not limited to; damage, injury, loss of life, loss 

of property or equipment, loss of profits or revenue, or claims from any individual or entity arising from the use of any TKO Motorsports LLC. product. 

RACING IS A DANGEROUS ACTIVITY AND PURCHASERS OF TKO MOTORSPORTS LLC. PRODUCTS ACKNOWLEDGE THE INHERENT RISKS 

ASSOCIATED WITH RACING. TKO MOTORSPORTS LLC. MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS THAT ITS PRODUCTS CAN REDUCE OR ELIMINATE ANY 

SUCH RISK. TKO Motorsports LLC. products are NOT FOR STREET, HIGHWAY, OR AIRCRAFT USE and are intended ONLY for race vehicles operated on 

closed-course facilities or racetracks with appropriate supervision of qualified technicians or mechanics to ensure that the safety needs of the race driver and others are 

met. TKO Motorsports LLC. products could be combined with other products or parts which may not be suitable and could adversely affect performance of other race 
parts or products in or on the vehicle. The user or installer shall determine the ultimate suitability and safety of the product for its intended use, and the user and installer 

assume all responsibility and risk in connection therewith. 

  

Prior to any work being done, it is recommended to use collision tape or some other protective cover in area where 

work will be done to minimize possibility of damage. 

 

STEP 1. You will need access to an air impact wrench, as it will be necessary to slightly loosen the rear wheel nuts prior 

to lifting your Viper off the ground.  Using the appropriate floor jack to lift the car, turn the handle clockwise then, move 

the handle up and down. Use the full stroke of the piston for greater speed. Support the vehicle with the appropriate jack 

stands and jack stand placement. If you are unsure of how to properly use jack stands and placement, have a professional 

mechanic perform the product installation. 

STEP 2. Remove both left and right rear wheels to gain access to the rear bumper cover and fender bolts. You will also 

need to remove the plastic inner fender well for easier access.  

STEP 3. Wipe the rear bumper area of your Viper clean. Dust and dirt will cause problems so you must clean the rear 

bumper cover area and rear fender quarter panel areas prior to any work being done.  

STEP 4. Use collision tape or green masking tape over all of the edges of the rear bumper cover where the bumper comes 

in contact with the rear fender quarter panels. Taping of the edges will reduce the risk of any damage when you remove 

the rear bumper cover. 

STEP 5. Start the removal of the rear bumper cover. With the rear wheels removed and your Viper supported correctly 

and safely as well as having and the plastic inner fender wells removed from both the right and left side of your Viper, 

you can now start to remove the rear bumper cover to the rear fender fasteners. On both right and left side of your Viper, 

there is one M10 fastener that is difficult to reach. It’s located at the extreme aft section of the rear fender to the rear 

bumper cover flange inside the fender well area. Picture 1 shows the location of the fastener on the inside, so you have a 

reference of where its located. This fastener is very difficult to reach and remove.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1 shows the location of the M10 fender to the bumper cover fastener. The fastener is on the inside, the green 

arrow is only for a reference location of the M10 fastener on the inside of the fender. 

 

STEP 6. Remove the rear bumper cover plastic push rivets and decklid seal. Use a plastic interior tool for the removal.  

See Picture Set 2 

 

 

 

Picture Set 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Set 2 Cont.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEP 7. Remove the rear carpet cover and taillight wing nuts. See Picture Set 3. You will need to unplug the rear license 

light as well. There are (3) per side (left and right) taillight wing nuts you will need to remove.  

 

Picture Set 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAILLIGHT PLASTIC WING NUTS 

 

 



STEP 8. Depending on the Viper model that you will be installing the hidden rear tow hook onto, you will need to 

remove the rear diffuser panel fasteners or the belly pan and diffuser fasteners. See Picture 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4 

 

STEP 9. As you are removing the rear bumper cover, you will need to disconnect the rear light wiring harness and rear 

deck lid latch cable. You can now remove the rear bumper cover from your Viper and place it on the ground. We 

recommend you use a drop cloth or moving blankets to place your rear bumper cover on while installing the hidden rear 

tow hook. See Picture Set 5. It will be necessary to drill (5) holes .328-.375 (8mm-9.5mm) dia to mount the hidden rear 

tow hook. See Picture Set 5 for the location of the hidden rear tow hook. The (5) M8 stainless steel flat heads that mount 

the hidden rear tow hook should be torqued to 18fts (24Nm). 

 

Picture Set 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Set 5 Cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 



Picture Set 5 Cont.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Set 5 Cont.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Width of slot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length of slot 

 

 

 

 



Picture Set 5 Cont. 

 

 

There are 2 ways you can cut the slot for the hidden rear tow hook. 

STEP 10 (OPTION 1). For the first way, we have supplied you with pictures (see Picture Set 5), giving you a general 

idea of the length, width and location of the slot. The best way to locate the position of the slot is to use tape on the inside 

of the diffuser panel or rear belly pan (depending on Viper model). Use masking tape in the approximate area the tow 

hook slot will be cut. Reinstall the rear bumper cover, diffuser or belly pan section back onto your Viper. Make sure the 

tow hook is installed and in the up position. Now, reach in either through the rear bumper cover vent or from the front side 

nearest the differential. Flip down the tow hook loop and use a pencil to mark the position and sides of the tow hook with 

the pencil on the tape. Then, remove the bumper cover, belly pan or diffuser section. The marks you made on the tape are 

just a reference point to start the cutting for the slot. We recommend cutting the slot out in .500 sections and then refit and 

check. Once you have completed the tow hook slot and the tow hook can flip down completely, you can reinstall the 

bumper cover, belly pans and/or diffuser sections.  

STEP 10 (OPTION 2). The second way you can cut the slot for the hidden rear tow hook is to use the included 

bumper/diffuser cut out template. This template will get you extremely close, however each Viper is slightly different so 

take your time and as mentioned above, take approximately .500 cuts and check the fitment as you go. Place the template 

over the diffuser rivnuts on the driver’s side inside of the rear bumper. Take a scribe or paint pen and mark the slot. Use a 

Dremel or a similar tool to begin to cut the slot in the bumper. Bolt the driver’s side diffuser panel to the bumper and mark 

the slot outline on the diffuser. Cut the slot in the diffuser. See Picture Set 6.  

 

 

 



Picture Set 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Set 6 Cont. 


